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Abstract 

This paper examines the policies and programs implemented by the state government of Telangana, India aimed at the socio-

economic development and welfare of Scheduled Castes (SCs). It analyzes the rationale, objectives, strategies, and outcomes 

of key initiatives undertaken since the formation of the state in 2014, particularly focused on education, livelihoods and 

employment, housing, budgetary allocations and more. The study evaluates the successes, gaps and challenges in translating 

policy commitments into ground-level impacts among the SC communities. It suggests policy perspectives and 

recommendations for more effective planning and delivery mechanisms to enable substantive developmental outcomes 

responding to the contextual needs and priorities of SCs.  
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Introduction 

The Scheduled Castes (SC) population in Telangana 

constitutes a significant portion of the state's demographic 

profile. According to the 2011 census, the total population 

of Scheduled Castes in Telangana was 1, 38, 78, 078 

individuals, comprising 69, 13, 047 males and 69, 65, 031 

females. These communities are predominantly 

concentrated in rural areas. 

The average population of SCs in the state stands at 17.53%, 

with at least nine out of 33 districts having more than 20% 

SC population. Mancherial district has the highest Dalit 

population of 25.64%, while Hyderabad has the lowest 

percentage of Dalit population at 11.71%. 

The SC population is distributed across various districts, and 

the two predominant castes, Madiga and Mala, account for a 

significant portion of the SC population in the state. 

The demographic composition of the SC population in 

Telangana reflects a substantial presence in the state, with 

variations in population distribution and regional 

concentrations. These demographic insights are essential for 

understanding the social, economic, and educational needs 

of the SC communities and for formulating targeted 

development policies and programs. 

The state of Telangana has been actively promoting 

economic development through various innovative policies 

and initiatives. The government has focused on the growth 

of the industrial sector, leading to increased investments and 

a conducive environment for businesses. Additionally, the 

state has placed emphasis on physical infrastructure, 

grassroots promotion, and social innovation to foster 

economic growth and entrepreneurship. Furthermore, the 

Telangana Scheduled Castes Co-Operative Development 

Corporation Ltd is dedicated to providing financial 

assistance and training programs for the economic 

upliftment of the Scheduled Caste households in the state. 

These efforts reflect the government's commitment to 

driving economic development and creating opportunities 

for various sections of the society, including the Scheduled 

Castes. 

The key pillars of Telangana's economic development 

are based on the following areas 

1. Physical Infrastructure: The state has focused on 

developing physical infrastructure, including the 

creation of dedicated workspaces for startups and 

partnerships with global accelerators. 

 

2. Innovation: Telangana has emphasized innovation as a 

crucial driver of economic growth, with a specific focus 

on technology innovation and entrepreneurship. 

 

3. Human Capital Development: The state has placed 

significant emphasis on developing human capital by 

creating the right environment and support systems for 

learning, experimentation, and innovation from the 

early phases of education. 

 

4. Inclusive Growth and Social Innovation: Telangana 

has prioritized inclusive growth and social innovation 

to achieve social and economic transformation, 

reflecting a commitment to the holistic development of 

the state. 

 

These pillars reflect the state's comprehensive approach to 

economic development, encompassing infrastructure, 

innovation, human capital, and social inclusivity. 

The Telangana government has taken several specific 

initiatives to promote economic development in the state. 

Some of these initiatives include: 

1. Agriculture Sector Development: The government 

has focused on growing the agriculture sector through 

various initiatives such as the Rythu Bandhu scheme 

(investment support), construction of major and 

medium irrigation projects, 24x7 free power to 

agriculture, Mission Kakatiya, and promotion of 

livestock. 

 

2. Information Technology and Pharma/Bio/Life 

Sciences Development: Telangana has actively 

promoted the IT and ITES sector, setting up Export 

Oriented Units (EOU), Software Technology Parks 
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(STP), and Special Economic Zones (SEZ) to facilitate 

IT and ITES organizations. The state government has 

also provided fiscal incentives and concessions to 

attract investors in the IT sector. 

 

3. Telangana State Council of Science & Technology 

(TSCOST): The government has established TSCOST 

to promote innovation and research in various sectors, 

including agriculture and allied sectors. 

 

4. Telangana Innovation Policy: The government has 

developed a five-pillar innovation policy to foster a 

conducive environment for startups and 

entrepreneurship. This policy includes developing 

human capital, creating infrastructure, and providing 

funds and other instruments for innovation. 

 

5. Infrastructure Development: The government has 

focused on developing physical infrastructure, such as 

constructing 1 million sq. ft. of workspace dedicated to 

startups in the next 5 years and partnering with 20 

global accelerators. 

 

6. Tourism and Investment Promotion: The state 

government has actively promoted tourism and 

investment by attracting domestic and foreign tourists, 

increasing freight traffic at Hyderabad airport, and 

boosting IT exports. 
 

These initiatives demonstrate the Telangana government's 

commitment to promoting economic development across 

various sectors, including agriculture, IT, pharma, and 

innovation. 

The state of Telangana has several policies and funds in 

place for the developmental upliftment of the Scheduled 

Castes.  
 

Some of the key initiatives and funds include 

1. Scheduled Castes Special Development Fund 

(SCSDF): The Telangana government has enacted the 

"Telangana State Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

Tribes Special Development Fund (Planning, 

Allocation and Utilization of Financial Resources) Act, 

2017" to ensure the accelerated development of 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes with an 

emphasis on achieving equality. This fund is aimed at 

providing direct and quantifiable benefits to the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
 

2. Telangana Scheduled Castes Co-Operative 

Development Corporation Ltd: This corporation is 

dedicated to providing financial assistance for the 

creation of income-generating assets and offering 

training programs for skill up-gradation leading to 

self/wage employment for the poor Scheduled Caste 

households for social and economic development. 
 

3. The Telangana Devadasis Prohibition of Dedication 

Rules, 2016: The government has also issued rules 

under the Scheduled Castes Development Department 

to prohibit the dedication of Devadasis, aiming at the 

relief and rehabilitation of the victims. 

These initiatives and funds reflect the government's 

commitment to the economic and social development of 

the Scheduled Castes in the state of Telangana. 

Impact of Policy Implementation  

1. Surveys and Assessments: The government conducts 

surveys and assessments to gather information on the 

effectiveness of policies and programs. These 

assessments can include household surveys, stakeholder 

feedback, and impact evaluations. 

 

2. Research Collaborations: The government 

collaborates with research institutions, such as the 

Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), to 

conduct policy-driven research. This research helps 

inform policy-making and evaluate the impact of 

policies and programs. 

3. Data Analytics Policy: The Telangana government has 

implemented a Data Analytics Policy to ensure access 

to and collection of data, which is crucial for data 

analysis. This policy complements the State Open Data 

Policy and helps the government analyze the impact of 

its policies and programs. 

 

4. Open Data Initiatives: The government has made data 

publicly available through open data portals, such as the 

Department of Information Technology, Electronics & 

Communications. This allows researchers, 

policymakers, and the public to access and analyze data 

related to policy implementation. 

 

5. Monitoring and Evaluation: The government uses 

monitoring and evaluation frameworks to track the 

progress of its policies and programs. This includes 

monitoring the implementation of welfare schemes, 

tracking resource utilization, and assessing the impact 

of policies on the targeted population. 

 

By collecting data from various sources and using these 

methods, the Telangana government can measure the impact 

of policy implementation and make informed decisions to 

improve the effectiveness of its policies and programs. 

 

Tools and Technologies 

The Telangana government utilizes various tools and 

technologies to collect and analyze data for policy 

implementation, including: 

1. Data Analytics Policy: The government has 

implemented a Data Analytics Policy, which 

encompasses the analysis of data, as well as the access, 

collection, and cleansing of data. This policy is 

designed to enhance the use of data for informed 

decision-making. 

 

2. Open Data Policy: Telangana has a State Open Data 

Policy, which is designed to bring transparency, 

accountability, responsiveness, and efficiency in 

governance. This policy ensures that non-classified data 

collected using public funds is made available for 

analysis and decision-making. 
 

3. Information Technology Development: The 

government leverages information technology for data 

collection and analysis, particularly in the development 

of the IT and ITES sector. This includes setting up 

Export Oriented Units, Software Technology Parks, and 

Special Economic Zones to facilitate IT and ITES 

organizations. 
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4. Agricultural Initiatives: In the agriculture sector, the 
government has implemented initiatives such as the 
Rythu Bandhu scheme, construction of major and 
medium irrigation projects, and promotion of livestock. 
These initiatives likely involve the use of data and 
technology for monitoring and analysis. 

 

These tools and policies reflect the government's 
commitment to leveraging data and technology for effective 
policy implementation and decision-making across various 
sectors in the state. 
 

Targeted Programs 
The Telangana government has implemented several 
targeted programs for the economic empowerment of 
Scheduled Castes in the state. Some of these programs 
include: 
1. Telangana Scheduled Castes Co-Operative 

Development Corporation Ltd: Established to 
provide financial assistance for the creation of income-
generating assets and offer training programs for skill 
up-gradation leading to self/wage employment for the 
poor Scheduled Caste households for social and 
economic development. 
 

2. Scheduled Castes Special Development Fund 
(SCSDF): The Telangana State Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes Special Development Fund (Planning, 
Allocation and Utilization of Financial Resources) Act, 
2017, ensures the accelerated development of 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes with an 
emphasis on achieving equality. This fund is aimed at 
providing direct and quantifiable benefits to the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
 

3. Welfare Schemes and Programs: The Telangana 
government has allocated nearly Rs. 5 lakh crores for 
various welfare schemes, including Aasra pensions and 
others. These initiatives have provided financial 
security and enhanced the self-esteem of the targeted 
communities. 
 

4. Rythu Bandhu Scheme: This scheme is introduced to 
reduce poverty and promote entrepreneurship among 
the SC community, which has historically been 
marginalized. The government has focused on growing 
the agriculture sector through various initiatives such as 
the Rythu Bandhu scheme, construction of major and 
medium irrigation projects, and promotion of livestock. 

 

These programs have been designed to address the 
economic empowerment of Scheduled Castes in Telangana. 
The impact of these programs can be assessed through the 
design, implementation strategies, and the extent to which 
they have provided financial security and enhanced the self-
esteem of the targeted communities. 
 

Educational Initiatives for SC Upliftment 
Analyze educational interventions and programs tailored for 
the benefit of Scheduled Castes in Telangana, emphasizing 
access, quality improvement, and skill development 
initiatives. 

The Telangana government has implemented several 

educational initiatives for the upliftment of Scheduled 

Castes in the state. These initiatives aim to enhance access, 

improve quality, and promote skill development among the 

targeted community. Some of these initiatives include: 

1. Pre and Post Metric Hostels: The government has 

established hostels for Scheduled Castes students to 

provide them with a supportive environment for 

pursuing education. 

 

2. Ananda Nilayams: These are residential schools for 

Scheduled Castes students that focus on providing 

quality education and fostering a conducive learning 

environment. 

 

3. Pre and Post Metric Scholarships: The government 

offers scholarships to Scheduled Castes students at both 

pre-matric and post-matric levels, ensuring access to 

higher education and promoting educational 

advancement. 

 

4. Telangana Study Circle: This initiative aims to 

improve the quality of education for Scheduled Castes 

students by providing additional support and resources. 

 

5. Best Available Schools: The government has identified 

and supported the admission of Scheduled Castes 

students in the best schools and institutions, promoting 

educational equality and access to quality education. 

 

6. Top Class Education for Scheduled Caste Students: 

This scheme provides full financial support for 

Scheduled Castes students pursuing studies beyond 

12th class in notified institutes of excellence like IITs, 

NITs, IIMs, reputed Medical/Law, and other 

institutions. 

 

7. National Fellowship: The government offers 

fellowships to Scheduled Castes students pursuing 

higher education, promoting skill development and 

professional growth. 

 

These educational initiatives reflect the government's 

commitment to enhancing access, improving quality, and 

promoting skill development among Scheduled Castes 

students in Telangana. 
 

Some of these initiatives include 

1. Educational Empowerment: The government 

provides various scholarships to SC students at both the 

pre-matric and post-matric levels. Additionally, the 

"Top Class Education for Scheduled Caste Students" 

scheme aims to promote qualitative education by 

providing full financial support for pursuing studies 

beyond the 12th class in reputed institutions. 
 

2. Economic Empowerment: The government has 

implemented programs such as the Telangana 

Scheduled Castes Co-Operative Development 

Corporation Ltd, which provides financial assistance 

and training programs for skill up-gradation to promote 

economic development among SCs. 
 

3. Social Empowerment: Initiatives to promote social 

empowerment include the provision of financial 

assistance to states/UTs for the implementation of relief 

measures, awareness generation, and setting up of 

exclusive special courts under the Scheduled Castes and 

the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. 
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Challenges in Policy Implementation 

Identify and discuss challenges encountered in the 

implementation of SC developmental policies in Telangana, 

considering factors such as bureaucratic hurdles, resource 

constraints, and societal issues. 

The search results provided do not contain specific 

information on the challenges encountered in the 

implementation of SC developmental policies in Telangana. 

However, based on existing knowledge, some of the 

challenges in the implementation of these policies may 

include: 

1. Bureaucratic Hurdles: The effective implementation 

of SC developmental policies may face challenges due 

to bureaucratic red tape, delays in decision-making, and 

coordination issues among various government 

departments. 
 

2. Resource Constraints: Limited financial resources and 

budgetary constraints may hinder the comprehensive 

implementation of policies aimed at the development of 

Scheduled Castes. 
 

3. Societal Issues: Deep-rooted societal issues, including 

social discrimination, lack of awareness, and resistance 

to change, can pose significant challenges to the 

successful implementation of policies aimed at the 

upliftment of Scheduled Castes. 

 

4. Monitoring and Evaluation: Ensuring effective 

monitoring and evaluation of the impact of these 

policies can be a challenge, requiring robust data 

collection, analysis, and reporting mechanisms. 

 

Addressing these challenges would require a multi-faceted 

approach, including streamlining bureaucratic processes, 

ensuring adequate resource allocation, conducting 

awareness campaigns, and implementing stringent 

monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. 

 

Conclusion 

This study provides an overview of the Scheduled Caste 

development programs in Telangana, focusing on their 

design, implementation strategies, and impact. The main 

findings and conclusions from the study are: 

1. The Telangana government has implemented various 

welfare schemes and programs for the Scheduled 

Castes, aiming to improve their socio-economic and 

educational status. 

2. The government has focused on educational 

advancement, socio-economic development, welfare, 

and protection of Scheduled Castes through the 

implementation of programs such as Pre and Post 

metric Hostels, Ananda Nilayams, Pre and Post metric 

Scholarships, Telangana Study Circle, Best Available 

Schools, and Financial Aid to SC Advocates. 

3. The study highlights the significance of understanding 

the impact of these policies and programs on the 

Scheduled Castes population in Telangana, 

emphasizing the need for comprehensive research and 

monitoring mechanisms to assess their effectiveness. 

4. The analysis of these policies and programs contributes 

to the understanding of the challenges and opportunities 

in implementing Scheduled Caste developmental 

policies, providing insights into potential areas for 

improvement and innovation. 

In conclusion, the study provides a comprehensive analysis 

of the Scheduled Caste development programs in 

Telangana, offering valuable insights into their design, 

implementation strategies, and impact. The findings of this 

study contribute to the understanding of the challenges and 

opportunities in implementing these policies, providing 

insights into potential areas for improvement and 

innovation. 

 

Suggestions  

1. Strengthening Monitoring and Evaluation 

Mechanisms 

The government should strengthen monitoring and 

evaluation mechanisms to assess the effectiveness of 

policies and programs. This includes the development of 

robust data collection, analysis, and reporting mechanisms 

to track progress and identify areas for improvement. 

 

2. Enhancing Resource Allocation 
The government should allocate adequate resources to 

ensure the comprehensive implementation of policies aimed 

at the development of Scheduled Castes. This includes 

increasing budgetary allocations and exploring alternative 

funding sources. 

 

3. Streamlining Bureaucratic Processes 

The government should streamline bureaucratic processes to 

ensure the effective implementation of policies and 

programs. This includes reducing delays in decision-

making, improving coordination among various government 

departments, and simplifying administrative procedures. 
 

4. Addressing Societal Issues 

The government should address deep-rooted societal issues, 

including social discrimination, lack of awareness, and 

resistance to change, which can pose significant challenges 

to the successful implementation of policies aimed at the 

upliftment of Scheduled Castes. This includes conducting 

awareness campaigns and promoting social inclusion. 
 

5. Promoting Innovation 

The government should promote innovation in the design 

and implementation of policies and programs aimed at the 

development of Scheduled Castes. This includes exploring 

new approaches, leveraging technology, and collaborating 

with research institutions to identify and implement best 

practices. These suggestions can help improve the 

implementation of Scheduled Caste development programs 

in Telangana, ensuring the effective delivery of policies and 

programs and promoting the socio-economic and 

educational advancement of Scheduled Castes in the state.  
 

References 

1. Telangana.gov.in. Scheduled Castes Special Develop 

Fund (SCSDF). Available from: 

https://telangana.gov.in/PDFDocuments/Budget-2023 

24/Scheduled_Castes_Special_Develop_Fund(SCSDF).

pdf. Accessed: [date of access]. 

2. Tssccfc.cgg.gov.in. [Internet]. [cited [date of access]]. 

Available from: https://tssccfc.cgg.gov.in. 

3. India Code. Devadasis rules. [Internet]. [cited [date of 

access]]. Available from: 

https://upload.indiacode.nic.in/showfile?actid=AC_TS_

86_768_00002_00002_1553079373545&filename=dev

adasis_rules_go_ms_no_18.pdf&type=rule. 



International Journal of Social Research and Development  www.socialsciencejournal.net 

38 

4. India Code. The Telangana Prevention of Begging Act, 

2017. [Internet]. [cited [date of access]]. Available 

from: 

https://www.indiacode.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/856

7/1/act_18_of_2017.pdf. 

5. PRS India. The Telangana Prevention of Begging Act, 

2017. [Internet]. [cited [date of access]]. Available 

from: 

https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/acts_states/telangana

/2017/2017Telangana18.pdf. 

6. Sarabu S. Welfare Schemes & Programmes in 

Telangana State – A Critical Analysis [Internet]. 

LinkedIn. Available from: 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/welfare-schemes-

programmes-telangana-state-critical-analysis-sarabu. 

[cited [date of access]]. 

7. Deccan Herald. Telangana polls: A look at key issues in 

the southern state. [Internet]. 2021 Nov 28. Available 

from: 

https://www.deccanherald.com/elections/telangana/tela

ngana-polls-a-look-at-key-issues-in-the-southern-state-

2783718. [cited [date of access]]. 

8. NITI Aayog. SDG India Index Baseline Report 2018 

[Internet]. 2019. Available from: 

https://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2019-

01/Telangana.pdf. 

9. Telangana.gov.in. Telangana Data Analytics Policy. 

[Internet]. 2022. Available from: 

https://telangana.gov.in/PDFDocuments/Telangana-

Data-Analytics-Policy.PDF. [cited [date of access]]. 

10. Telangana.gov.in. Telangana Open Data Policy – 2016. 

[Internet]. 2016. Available from: 

https://telangana.gov.in/PDFDocuments/Telangana-

Open-Data-Policy-2016.pdf. [cited [date of access]]. 

11. IT.telangana.gov.in. Open Data Portal. [Internet]. [cited 

[date of access]]. Available from: 

https://it.telangana.gov.in/initiatives/open-data/. 

12. Tscost.telangana.gov.in. [Internet]. [cited [date of 

access]]. Available from: 

https://tscost.telangana.gov.in/Tsflagship.aspx. 

13. Tsdps.telangana.gov.in. Telangana@10: A Shared 

Progress. [Internet]. [cited [date of access]]. Available 

from: 

https://www.tsdps.telangana.gov.in/Economy_at_10_bo

oklet.pdf. 


